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https://research.birmingham.ac.uk/en/publications/spotlight-how-people-of-colour-experience-and-engage-with-climate

Spotlight - 2022

HOW PEOPLE OF COLOUR
EXPERIENCE AND ENGAGE WITH
CLIMATE CHANGE IN BRITAIN

First national study of climate change perceptions among POC

Participants: 1,008 UK residents from ethnic minority
backgrounds recruited in March 2022
Question topics:
= Knowledge and understanding of climate change
Climate experiences
Risk perceptions and emotions
Actions and policy support
Beliefs about climate (in)justice

Report and data free to download online:
https://zenodo.org/records/11130504 Keiingrom Egg:;f;;gh
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Who participated?

Gender & Age
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Women Men 18 - 29

Citizenship

V.

Other, 30%

UK, 70%

40+

Ethnicity

Asian, Asian British

Black British, African,
Caribbean

Mixed or Multiple
Ethnicities

Middle Eastern, Arab

Latinx, Hispanic

Education

Other
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HOW PEOPLE OF COLOUR
EXPERIENCE AND ENGAGE WITH
CLIMATE CHANGE IN BRITAIN

Concentration of survey respondents
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Spotlight — climate perceptions

Alarmed

| am very concerned about climate change and think the
government, companies and individuals need to act now.

| am concerned and think we need to take action but
we have time to decide what the appropriate responses
should be.

| suspect that climate change is happening but | am not
certain. We have time to make careful decisions about
when and whether to respond.

| have not really thought much about climate change.

| suspect that climate change is NOT happening but | am

not certain. | am concerned more about overreacting to -2

climate change.

I do not believe that climate change is occurring and
certainly do not think humans have caused it. So, | am 1
not motivated to take or support action to address it.

Which of the following best decribes
your view on climate change?
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partly natural processes partly human activity

mainly natural processes

entirely natural processes

Do you think the climate is changing?

Definitely changing

Probably changing

Probably not changing

Definitely not changing 1¢

I

Don'’t know 2

200 400 600

o

Which, if any, of the following best describes your
opinion about the causes of climate change?

entirely human activity

mainly human activity

no such thing 0%

don't know 19|
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Spotlight — policy support & actions

To what extent do you support or oppose the following policies? Have you engaged in the following
activities in the past year?

i ic ort 15% 85% .
Dl LA e Changed your lifestyle
to reduce impact on the 26% 74%
Subsidies for electric (emission-free) ., N environment or climate
. 0% 80%
vehicles
Usi bli to subsidi bl Signed a petition or
§ing public money 1o subsidise renewable |, 78% contacted a politician - 54% 46%
energy (such as wind and solar power regarding climate change
Spending public money now to prepare the UK
. . 23% 77%
for the impacts of climate change <~ 1 Donated money to an
environmental 8% 42%
. ' . . organisation tackling
Increasing taxes on companies and industries 26 74 climate change
that emit large amounts of carbon
Spending public money to help people in ahizpesec Ll .
: : o o strongly oppose lecture, webinaror o, o No
developing coun_tnes adapt to _harmful 28% I 72% . workshop about climate % 1% . -
climate change impacts tend to oppose change
Using public money to compensate developing ., ol - tend to support
countries for loss and damage . strongly support Volunteered in an
organisation tackling 76% 24%
) ) ) climate issues
Including nuclear power in the energy mix 43% 57%
. . Attended a climate __, .
Increasing taxes on any use of fossil fuels 44% I 56% protest 79% 21%
Addionalcharges forpecple o fy moe g, I 5o Partipaton as an
active member of an ol =
) ) ) environmental
Increasing taxes on carbon-lnte'nswe foods o S0 organisation
like meat and dairy products
100 100
Increasing the price of electncny 0 gae, o
reduce our consumption

100 50 0 50 100



Spotlight — climate emotions

When you think about climate change and everything you
associate with it, how strongly, if at all, do you feel the
following emotions (scale: 1 — 10)?

Sadness
Powerlessness
Fear

Anxiety

Hope

Anger

Outrage

Guilt

Optimism
Gratitude

Pride

Have you personally experienced (...) as a result of feeling
anxious or distressed about climate change
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CAST climate views survey 2023

Ethnicity and UK climate perceptions:

Why we need greater diversity in
engagement and research

= Based on a survey of UK-representative sample +
oversampling of people of colour.

= Climate perceptions compared across white British
respondents (N = 784) and people of colour (N = 410).

= CAST survey combined with Spotlight data to generate insights
on the need for greater diversity in climate research and
engagement

» Report available online: https://cast.ac.uk/resources/reports/
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CAST report — climate perceptions

Perceived seriousness of threat
'How serious a threat, if at all, is climate change to each of the following?' - Net serious

B POC respondents [ White respondents

People in less developed countries

86

The UK as a whole*
78%

You and your family*

People of colour
In Britain
perceive climate
Impacts as more
serious and
urgent.
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CAST report — climate experiences

Experience of impacts

'Have you, or someone close to you, ever experienced any of the following due to extreme weather events?' -
Net 'Yes'

B POC respondents @ White respondents

Heatwave (health significantly

affected)* —
o

Flooding in your local area (e.g.

experiencing disruption to travel)* 30%
o

Health suffering due to air pollution*
16%

Water restrictions/shortages due to low

rainfall
6%

Storm damage to your home*
19%

Flood damage to your home (not

including rain leaks or burst pipes)* v
o

Restrictions to food supplies due to

extreme weather*
12%

Relocation due to flood risk or erosion*
5%

Wildfires threatening the area where
you live*

Data is from a survey of 1298 UK adults, conducted in October-November 2023, where analysis focused on white British respondents
(n=784) and people of colour (n = 410). The number of valid responses varied slightly for each question. Net 'Yes' combines the
responses 'Yes - | have', 'Yes - someone close to me has', and, 'Yes - | have and someone close to me has'.

* = Asignificant difference was found between the groups (T-test confidence level: 99.5%)

People of colour
In Britain report
greater personal
experience of
climate impacts
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CAST report — climate emotions

Climate anxiety
Net yes

B White respondents  m POC respondents

"Climate concerns undermine my ability to
work to my potential”

28%
"| feel fear in relation to climate change"

h
— .

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

People of colour
In Britain
experience
greater indicators
of climate
anxiety.
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CAST report — climate perceptions

Can help prevent climate change

To what extent do you feel that your own personal actions can help prevent climate change from worsening? Peop le of colour
# POC respondents [ White respondents | N B rlt ai nr ep 0 rt
Can help provents greater efficacy
- and hope.
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Climate Mental Health Research initiative

= [nternational collaboration aimed at innovating methods and advancing
climate mental health research (leads in Canada, US, Germany, UK).

» Led by Uni of Alberta and funded by Canadian Govt

» UK undertaking case studies of Black and South Asian communities, Urban
West African youth — mapping climate risks to mental wellness and
Identifying avenues for intervention in the broader social, political,
Institutional, and economic context.

» Evidence synthesis and lived experience approaches

= Cognitive interviewing

= Co-produced design with community-based and practitioner groups
» [ntersectionality — class, citizenship, disability

16
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Thank you


mailto:charles.ogunbode@nottingham.ac.uk

	Title slides
	Slide 1: Ethnicity, climate change, & wellbeing in the UK

	Content slides
	Slide 2:  What I am going to talk about
	Slide 3: Spotlight - 2022
	Slide 4: Who participated?
	Slide 5: Spotlight – climate perceptions
	Slide 8: Spotlight – policy support & actions
	Slide 9: Spotlight – climate emotions
	Slide 10: CAST climate views survey 2023
	Slide 11: CAST report – climate perceptions
	Slide 12: CAST report – climate experiences
	Slide 13: CAST report – climate emotions
	Slide 14: CAST report – climate perceptions
	Slide 16: Climate Mental Health Research initiative
	Slide 17


